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I M2B �!� 2���, /��< � � �,�+ *? /0��� M2B �� 6+ 
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�  Sadashiv Ange -Roots germinates in Sanskrit Language Indian Antiquery. 
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�  Kadamba Copper-Plate Grants (Aghāra/Agrahāra), South Indian Inscriptions, 

Vol. V, Part I 
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references to Śrauta rites, Agnihotra and Yajurvedic Brahmanas in Kadamba 
inscriptions leave no doubt about their role as pioneers of Vedic revival in 
Karnataka.” (p. 42), K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, History of South India, Oxford 
University Press, “The Talagunda inscription makes it clear that the Kadamba 
kingdom owed its origin to a Brahmana well-versed in Vedic learning, and that 
the dynasty stood firmly within the Brahmanical tradition.” (p. 116).    
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THE IDEA OF PAUSTIKA (PROSPERITY) IN THE 

ATHARVAVEDASAMHITĀ 

Pranabjyoti Deka  

1.1 Concept of Prosperity: 

 Prosperity denotes the state of flourishing, blossoming, good luck and successful 

societal position. Prosperity is often taken to be related with wealth, but also contains 

other factors which can be independent of wealth to unstable degrees, such as happiness 

and healthiness. 

 One can have money, but a poor state of mind, stained by hopelessness, 

nervousness, lack of confidence etc, will not lead to prosperity. Thus, we need to 

disconnect the state of being financially sound and prosperity; these two are not 

synonymous. One can have a bare minimum of financial resources only to support 

oneself, and yet, at the same time be prosperous if one possesses good health, if the state 

of mind is healthy and, there exists a passion to do something. It is the health of the 

mind which is the index for measuring the prosperity of an individual. One needs to be 

wealthy by the mind and not by the pouch to be called prosperous. 

1.2 Meaning of the term 'Paușșșșţika’: 

 The term “pauștika' is the adjective form of “puști”, which means a wellnourished 

condition, thriving, prosperous, fullness of life. It also means worldly progress and 

safety. It is related to promoting growth or welfare, invigorating, furthering, promoting, 

sophisticated advancement and wellbeing1. In the Atharvaveda, there is found the word 

“puştapati' which means lord of growth (poșasya pati)2. The hymns where such ideas are 

revealed are called as Paușţika-hymns. Thus, these hymns are the hymns where ideas of 

nourishment of members of a family, society etc. are well reflected 

1.3 Purpose of the Paușșșștika Hymns:  

 The Pausţika hymns convey a wish that all the dangers, obstacles of prosperity may 

be driven away and in its place, prosperity be brought to humanity. The main purpose of 

these hymns is to secure prosperity, in accordance with the wishes and desires of the 

person who uses the hymns as charms. These hymns are mainly revealed for the 

prosperity in agriculture, richness of cattle, success in trade etc.  

 

                                                           

 
1  Vide, Apte, V. S., The Student's Sanskrit-English Dictionary, p. 343. 
2  Sāya"a on AV., VII.20.1 
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2.1 Contents of the Paușșșșţika Hymns:  

 The Pauștika hymns of the Atharvavedasaṁhitā are revealing keen interests for 

securing prosperity. These are revealed mainly in the Books I, II, III, IV, VI, VII and 

XIX of this Veda. However, a careful study of these hymns shows that there are some 

more hymns and verses of such character, which are scattered throughout the Samhitā.1 

 A careful observation of these hymns shows that agriculture was the chief source of 

living during the Vedic age. Still, agriculture is demographically the broadest economic 

sector and plays a significant role in the overall socio-economic fabric of India. There 

are found six such charms that wish prosperity in agriculture i.e., AV., III.17; AV., 

VI.142; AV., VI.33 AV., III.24; AV., VI.79; and AV.VI.50. 

2.2 AV., III.17: 

 The seer Atharvan in the nine verses of this hymn speaks about the steps taken for 

good harvest in the Vedic age. He has pointed out all these steps are taken for prosperity 

of the paddy fields. It is here thus express that the farmers who were conscious about the 

good harvest at first joins the plough with yokes and thereafter places it upon the 

shoulders of the two oxen to draw the land. Besides, the seeds are sown in the tilled 

land. The seer here shows his expectation that the land shall be sown in such a way that 

within a short time the products thereof be come out and be ripen. The plough is made 

sharp with its blade that is made of iron. The farmers thought that it may tear the land 

easily. It is like that of thunderbolt in might. The land shall be drawn by sharp edged 

plough. The furrow or the plough is prayed to be blessed by the god Indra, the rain deity 

and saved by the grace of the god Pușan. Such a cultivated land might bring sufficient 

crops to the worshippers or farmers. The seer views that sharp pointed furrows should 

well pierce the land, farmers should join the oxen to the plough, and the two gods Vāyu 

and Āditya, after being satisfied with oblations, should favour the farmer in bringing 

good harvest. Thus the two oxen, the furrow, farmer, whip, and the sharp stick – all are 

addressed to drag way the land. Lastly the goodness of tilled land is defied for giving 

good crops as well as food to people. Thus for prosperity gods are invoked here in this 

hymn. 

2.3 AV., VI.142:  

 In this hymn, there are three mantras regarding production of grain. In the first 

mantra, the grain is eulogized to be productive vigorously so that the granaries will be 

filled in with crops. The natural obstacles like shower of heavy rainfall, drought etc. will 

not at all obstruct their development. It is mentioned as –  

                                                           

 
1  cf., Bloomfield, M., The Atharvaveda and the Gopatha Brahmana, pp. 80-83; Bloomfield, 

M., Sacred Books of the East, Vol. XLII, Ed. F. Max Muller, pp. 140-162; Karambelkar, 

V.W., The Atharvavedic Civilization, p.19. 
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  ucchrayasva bahurbhava svena mahasā yava |  

  mrņīhi viśvā pātrāņi mā tvā divyāśanirvadhīt ||1 

 The grain is also praised to grow at large scale that is comparable to the vast 

atmosphere and to be inexhaustible as the ocean2. 

 The production of the grain should be everlasting for cultivators and at the same 

time these should be surpluso3. It is acknowledged in the last mantra of this hymn. 

 This hymn is used in a ritual of groundwork for sowing seed4, and considered 

among the Pausţika-mantras5. The third mantra also emerges in a rite for richness, with 

fastening on an amulet of barleyo6. 

2.4 AV., VI.33: 

 There are three mantras in this hymn in praise of Indra for achieving success in 

ploughing. Indra is the most powerful God among the Vedic gods. He becomes happy 

when there is abundance in production of food7. 

 Indra's strength is not to be challenged. Indra is appealed for giving wealth for their 

prosperity. From the seer's revelation it is clear that the people of Vedic age desired to 

have enough crops by the grace of lord Indra. 

 This hymn is applied in the rite for success in ploughing8. Again, it is used in the 

Kāmya ceremony with AV., VII. 2; AV., VII.6; etc.9 It is further considered to the 

Paușţika-mantras10. 

2.5 AV., III.24: 

This hymn of the Atharvaveda in its seven mantras speaks about prosperity in matters of 

producing grain. During the Vedic age the people expected that there should be growth 

in production of crops. The people wished that the crops should be vigorous. Among 

these they wanted rice abundantly. The seer here said that he knew a special god 

                                                           

 
1  AV., VI.142.1 
2  cf., Sāya"a on Ibid., VI.142.2  
3  cf., Sāya"a on AV., VI.142.3 
4  cf., Kau. S., 24.1. 
5  cf., Ibid., 19.1. 
6  cf., Ibid., 19.27. 
7  AV., VI.33.1. 
8  cf., Kau. S., 23.17. 
9  cf., Ibid., 59.18. 
10  cf., Ibid., 19.1.  
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Sambhịtvā1 by name, who by collecting things like rice barley, cow, gold etc. from 

persons who never performed sacrifices, may gave all these to them. Actually this god 

helps in producing crops abundantly. This god is worshippable by all. It has been stated 

that prosperity takes place in a place where grains are produced abundantly. This has 

been said by the seer by expressing the word ‘sphāti'. He appeals to all that let the four 

castes together with nişāda help in the prosperity of producing dhānya and other things2. 

The term 'sphāti' denotes prosperity of dhānya and others. For a good harvest heavy 

rainfall is needed. The granaries of crops are also wished to be full of grains. They wish 

that crops should produced in terms of hundreds and thousands i.e., in abundance. The 

seer addresses the dhānya to grow more by his touch with the help of the singing of 

seven notes of the Gandharvas and Apsarases. The idea behind this expression of the 

seer is that just among the seven notes of singing the note called as 'sphāti' makes the 

song prosperous or worthy of hearing so also the dhānya should grow in abundance 

pleasing the farmers. Even Prajāpati, the creator or sustainer of the universe creates the 

crops and thereby make these ripe by two special powers such as Upohaḥ and 

Samūhaḥ3. The seer thinks that Prajāpati is the force behind the prosperity of the paddy 

field4. 

3.1 Conclusion 

 After going through the Paușțika-hymns of the Atharvavedasamhitā it is found that 

it express an aspiration that the entire hazards, obstacles of prosperity may be driven 

away and as an outcome, prosperity is ensured in humanity. They are mainly used for 

the prosperity in agriculture, richness of cattle, success in trade, gambling etc. 

Agriculture was the chief source of livelihood during the Vedic era. In the expressions 

included in the hymns of the Atharvavedasaṁhitā one can come to know that some 

special rites were performed for success in agriculture by the people during the Vedic 

period. The Pauștika-hymns are seen to be revealed in different contents and the main 

role of these hymns was to secure prosperity. 
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1  Sāyaṇa on Ibid., III.24.2.  
2  Sāyaṇa on Ibid., III.24.3. 
3  Sāyaṇa on Ibid., III.24.7. 
4  Sāyaṇa on AV., III.24.1. 
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TISTA BISWAS 

 
 What is generally called The Flood Legend may be found in almost all the Indo-
European literature and culture with some variations. Though the legend of The Deluge 
apropos of 'Noah's ark' depicted in Genesis1, the first book of The Old Testament in 
Hebrew, has attained its celebrity throughout the Christian world, the Flood Legend may 
also be available in many other non-Christian civilizations and literature in different 
countries. It has been traced even in the antique literature of various Semitic languages. 
Such a flood-legend is also found in the great Semitic epic "Gilgamesh".2 The flood-
legend with remarkable variations has been traced even in the Vedic, post-Vedic or 
puranic literature of India. 

 There are prolonged controversies among the scholars and connoisseurs over the 
influence of the occidental and Semitic legend of the deluge on the Vedic and post-
Vedic flood-legend of India. Prof. M. Winternitz, a distinguished connoisseur of oriental 
culture and literature, is in the opinion that the Vedic flood-legend which has been 
delineated in the SB has been derived from the Semitic source. He wrote, "In the 
Satapatha Brāhmaṇa we also find the Indian legend of flood, which in all probability is 
derived from a Semitic source, in its oldest form:...''3. Perhaps he points either to the 
Sumerian version of the legend which was discovered by the American excavators at 
Nippur and was written about 2100 B.C. during the reign of Hamurabi or to the Semitic-
Babylonian epic of Gilgamesh which derived the legend from the aforesaid Sumerian 
source. However, as a prominent dissident Dr. Suryakanta Shastri has strongly 
contradicted the opinion of Prof. Winternitz and having supported Mr. Frazer, another 
eminent connoisseur of oriental culture and studies, he wrote, ".. and this should lead us 
to the one irresistible conclusion that the Satapatha version, - in its original - may be 
anterior to the Hebrew and Babylonian accounts of the legend. It does not, however, 
follow from this that the Babylonian version is based on the Indian one; both may be of 
independent origin..." 4 The way in which Shastriji reviewed the case in his book, "The 
Flood Legend In Sanskrit Literature" and arrayed the proofs and reasons in support of 

                                                           

 
1  The Holy Bible. Crossway. English Standard Version. 2007. Genesis Chaps. - 6:14 - 7:24. ?  
2  Ibid. Genesis Chaps. - 6:9-9:17. 
3  A History Of Indian Literature. Vol. I. Part I. M. Winternitz. University of Calcutta. 1962. p. - 183.  
4  The Flood Legend In Sanskrit Literature. Suryakanta Shastri. S. Chand & Co. Delhi. 1950. p. - 

Introduction, VIII. 
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his opinion cannot be ignored. Therefore, both from chronological and logical point of 
view the flood legend delineated in the ŚB and Gilgamesh seems to be completely of 
different and independent origin. 

 It seems rather quite justified to refer to Varuņa Sūkta of the RV (VII.88.3 - 4)1 as 
the origin of this legend in the SB. The contextual mantras in the RV are as the 
following : 

  ā yadruhāva varuņaśca nāvam pra yatsamudramīrayāva madhyam. 

  adhi yadapāṁ snubhiscarāva pra prenkha īnkhayāvahai śubhe kam. (3) 

  vasistham ha varuņo nāvyādhādrșim cakāra svapā mahobhiḥ 

  stotāram vipraḥ sudinatve ahnāṁ yānnu dyāvastatananyādușāsaḥ. (4) 

 Though the chronology of episodes has not properly been maintained in this Sūkta 
of the RV as it has been done in the SB, the depiction of rescuing and succouring of 
Vašiştha from the deluge by Varunadeva with the help of a large vessel seems to be a 
dim and dishevelled and confused prototype of the flood-legend depicted in the ŚB. It 
has been universally taken for granted that the RV is more antiquated than the ŚB of 
ŚYV. So the chronological factor is more predominant than the others for justifying and 
considering the RV to be the source of this legend depicted in the SB. 

 Incidentally it is to be noted that the flood-legend was not only confined within the 
range and frontiers of the Vedic literature, but it also throve and flourished in the post-
Vedic and puranic literature. What sprouted in the form of a mere recondite or abstruse 
synopsis in the RV in the earlier phase, assumed its full-fledged shape of enormous tree 
in the SB and attained its luxuriant prosperity in charming legends like delicate blossoms 
and delicious fruits in the tree of mythic or puranic literature. Thus the post-Vedic 
literature, like a large tree, turned into a labour-room and nourishing shelter of 
multifarious legends like young birds. The legend of Matsyāvatāra and the legend of Idā 
or Ilā, the daughter of Manu, are the two remarkable ones that are inseparably related to 
and deeply associated with the floodlegend depicted in the ŚB2 and later in the Purāņas. 
It is superfluity to elucidate here that Idā of the ŚB turned into Ilā in the puranic version. 

 Sequence of episodes and their contents have also attained their maturity in 
considerable additions and alterations in the post-Vedic literature as a result of 
deviations from what they were in the ŚB. The description of the deluge, the reference to 
the advent of, lord Vişnu in the embodiment of Matsya and the legend of Ilā are not 
available so inseparably and deeply associated with one another in most of the Purāṇas 
as they are available in the SB. Stray reference to the flood-legend without any mention 

                                                           

 
1  Rgveda Samhitā. K. L. Joshi.Chukhambha Orientalia. Varanasi. 2000. p. - 538. 
2  The Satapatha-Brāhmana. Vol. I. Kānda I - II. Maitreyee Deshpande. New Bharatiya Book 

Corporation. Delhi. 2008. pp. - 171 - 182. 
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of the other associated legends is found in some of the subsequent Purāṇas. Though with 
the advancement of time certain changes in the course of events or episodes concerning 
the deluge are found in different Purāṇas, it may be easily deducible that the puranic 
legend of the deluge has been rather directly influenced by the Vedic flood-legend than 
by the foreign one. But the occidental influence on the comparatively modern Purāṇas 
cannot be totally ignored, because the dominance of the Old Testament on the flood-
legend of the posterior modern Purāņas, such as Bhavisya Purāņa (III.4.45 - 60) 1, has 
been considerably traced by the scholars. However, it has also been found that the Vedic 
elements and trends have still remained equally and simultaneously active even in the 
posterior modern Purāņas. 

 A critical review especially with chronological and sequential justification of both 
the Vedic and puranic flood-legend through pure ratiocination may lead us to reach a 
reasonable and accurate conclusion regarding this matter. Hence chronological and 
sequential accounts of the flood-legend depicted in different Vedic and post-Vedic 
literature are furnished below: 

The Satapatha Brāhmaṇṇṇṇa: 

 The details of the flood-legend are recorded in the SB (1.8.1.1 - 6)2 where the 
legend goes as the following : 

 Once at dawn while washing hands Manu found a tiny fish in his cupped palms and 
heard it appealing to him for shelter and protection from the huge and monstrous aquatic 
animals, which might swallow it3, since anarchy is the usual and eternal practice among 
them. Thenceforth Manu brought it up by sheltering it seriatim in water-vessel, well and 
piscine as it was gradually growing up and ultimately released it in the sea when it grew 
much larger and stronger to protect itself. Meanwhile, that large fish brought up by 
Manu warned him with the prediction that a tremendous demolishing deluge would 
occur that year4 and advised him about the duties and responsibilities during the ensuing 
crisis. Afterwards, during the very inceptive stage of the predestined deluge which took 
place at the preordained time, as it had been prophesied by Matsya, the great fish, Manu 
boarded a huge ship which had been manufactured much prior to this deluge. Then the 
large fish named Jhaşa5 came near his vessel at the preordained time and Manu fastened 
his ship to the horn of Matsya with a piece of strong rope. Then Matsya towed the vessel 
to a large tree near a safe peak and as per Matsya's instruction Manu tied the ship to the 

                                                           

 
1  Bhavisya Purāņa. Swami Paramatmanandanath Bhairav (Giri). Naba Bharat Publishers. 2013. pp. - 

285 - 287. 
2  Deshpande. Op.cit. pp.- 171 -172. 
3  "mattsya eva mattsyam gilati” (I.8.1.3). Ibid. p.- 171. 
4  "...sa hi jjyeșththaṁ vvarddhvatethetithīm samām tadaugha āgantām taṁ mā 

nāvamupakallpyopāsāsai sa augha utthite..." (I.8.1.4). Ibid. p.- 171. 
5  "Saśvaddha jhașa āsa" (1.8.1.4). Ibid. p.- 171. 
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tree. Afterwards Manu gradually descended from the peak with the gradual coming 
down of water-level. This route of Manu's descent from the peak had later been termed 
'Manoravasarpanam' or 'Alarm’s Descent'1. 

The Vişņu Purāņa: 

 From the chronological point of view the VișP has been considered the oldest one 
among the Purāṇas. Prof. R. C. Hazra opined that it was composed within the 1st to 4th 
century A.D. 2 , whereas Prof. S. C. Banerjee prudentially extended its period of 
composition upto the 16th century A.D3. Though its chronological proximity to Vedic 
age, in comparison with the other Purāņas, leads us to consider it to be the immediate 
successor to the Vedic literature, it does neither reflect nor represent any verbally 
identical flood-legend as it has been revealed and delineated in the ŚB. It does not even 
narrate any episode of rescuing Manu by Matsya from the deluge, although the VișP 
(1.4.8)4 refers to the legend of Matsyāvatāra (i.e. incarnation of lord Vişņu as a fish 
named Matsya). It may reasonably be inferred that what has been depicted in the episode 
of adventitious annihilation of the universe owing to the day end of Brahmā (i.e. 
naimittika pralay known as “Brāhma' which occurs at the end of Kalpa) in the VișP 
(1.7.37 - 45 & VI.3)5 has rather a certain resemblance with the deluge. Incidentally it 
may be pointed out - although it would appear an obiter dictum - that it has been termed 
'Brāhmo naimittiko layaḥ' in the Srīmadbhāgavata (vide VIII. 24.7 of Srīmadbhagavata, 
Vangavāsī, 1315 Vangāvda). 

The Brahmānda Purāņa: 

 The BdP is believed to be the immediate successor to the VișP. Such a true 
connoisseur as Prof. R.C. Hazra has even stamped it as a composition of the 2nd to 5th 
century A.D.6 and certified that chronologically it should be ranked next to the VișP. 
What has been stated and delineated in the 7th chapter of this Purāṇa7 has a close affinity 
to and a perfect structural resemblance with the depiction of natural conditions - both 
prior to and during the deluge - such as has been found in the VișP. The perfect 
similarity between the two evidently substantiates that the VișP is the prototype of the 
BdP. The delineation of Brāhmapralaya recorded in the Vişp8 is so identical with that of 

                                                           

 
1  "sa ha tāvattāvadevānnvavasasarppa tadappyetaduttarasya girermmanoravasarppaņamittyaugho..."  (I.8.1.6). 

Ibid. p.- 172. 
2  Studies In The Purānic Records On Hindu Rites And Customs. R.C. Hazra. MLBD. Delhi. 1987. p. 

- 175. 
3  Studies In The Mahāpurānas. Sures Chandra Banerji. Punthi Pustak. Calcutta. 1991. p. - 12. 
4  "matsyakūrmmādikām tadvad vārāhaṁ vapurāsthitaḥ". Vişnu Purāņa. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba 

Bharat Publishers. 1417 (B.S.). p.- 12 
5  Ibid. pp.- 27 - 28 & 484 - 487. 
6  Hazra. Op.cit. p.- 175. 
7  Brahmāņda Purāņa. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba Bharat Publishers. 1396(B.S.). pp. - 32 - 37 
8  Vișnu Purāņa. Op.cit. pp. - 484 - 487 
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the BdP1 that it appears to be a blue print of it. In addition to this there are references to 
three kinds of pralayas viz. Ātyantika, Prākritika and Naimittika. "Ātyantikaḥ 
Prākritikaśca yo ayaṁ Naimittikaśca pratisargahetuħ" (BdP III.22).2 Further references 
to pralaya are available in BdP (1.157 - 161; V.2, 6, 10; VI.6 & VIII.1).3 

The Mārkandeya Purāņa: 

 There is no dissidence between Prof. R.C. Hazra4 and Prof. S.C. Banerji5 regarding 
the composition-period of this Purāņa. Both of them are of the same opinion that it was 
composed during the 3rd - 5th century A.D. and hence, it was chronologically subsequent 
to the BdP. The delineation of natural condition during the deluge called naimittika 
pralaya6 is totally subservient and conforming to what has been depicted in the previous 
two Purāṇas. There is, of course, a distinct reference to the Matsyāvatāra of lord Vişnu 
in the 7th sloka of the 47th chapter of this Purāņa7, as it has been also found in the VișP.8 

The Vāyu Purāņa: 

 Since Prof. R.C. Hazra9 and Prof. S.C. Banerji10 unanimously hold the identical 
faith that the Vāp was composed during the 2nd - 14th century A.D., it may easily be 
conceived that it is chronologically subsequent to the Mārp. There are not only the 
references to the names of three kinds of pralayas11 such as have been found in the BdP 
but an unimpaired identical description of natural condition during the deluge as it has 
been recorded in the previous are Purāṇas has also been reflected in this Purāņa12. 
Besides this, no other remarkable episode has been recorded in this context. 

The Matsya Purāņa: 

 Chronological data processing and reasonable analysis on this point by both Prof. 
R.C. Hazra13 and Prof. S.C. Banerji14 lead us to resolute that the MatP was composed 

                                                           

 
1  Brahmānda Purāņa. Loc.cit. 
2  Ibid. p.- 18. 
3  Ibid. pp.- 10; 24 - 25; 28 & 37. 
4  Hazra. Op.cit. p.- 174. 
5  Banerji. Op.cit. p.- 12. 2 
6  "... tasyānte pralayaḥ prokto Brahman naimittiko budhaiḥ” (XLVI. 38). Mārkandeya Purāņa. 

Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba Bharat Publishers. 1405(B.S.). p.- 207. 
7  “...matsyakūrmmādikāstadvadvārāhaṁ bapurāsthitaḥ”. Ibid. p. - 208. 
8  Visnu Purāna. Loc.cit. p.- 12.   
9  Hazra. Op.cit. pp. - 174 - 175. 
10  Banerji. Op.cit. p.- 12. 
11  “naimittikaḥ prākrtiko yaścaivātyanditogardhadataḥ  
 trividhaḥ sarvvabhūtānāmityeșa pratisañcaraḥ” (C.132). Vāyu Purāņa. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba 

Bharat Publishers. 1418(B.S.). p.- 660. 
12  Ibid. pp. - 659 - 668. 
13  Hazra. Op.cit. pp. - 176 - 177. 
14  Banerji. Op.cit. p.- 12. 
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during the 3rd – 12th century A.D. Although the episode of the deluge in this Purāņa1 is 
largely dependent upon the legend given in the SB, what has been narrated here in the 
episode of a tiny freshwater fish named Sapharī, which entered into the cupped palms of 
Manu during the libation (i.e. sacrament of offering drinking water) to the manes and 
deities, while he was dwelling on the Malaya mountains for worshipping god through 
religious austerities and ascetic practice of meditation, is to some extent different from 
what has been stated in the legend of the SB. The difference between the two ( SB & 
MatP ) lies also in the amazing novelty of strange additions and alterations. For 
example, before releasing the fish in the sea Manu brought it up by saving and sheltering 
it in a Kamandalu (i.e. a water-pot used by ascetics for religious purposes), a pitcher, a 
well, a piscine and the Ganges respectively as it was gradually growing up (MatP 1.16 - 
22). 2  Here the additional items of nourishing water-reservoirs for Matsya, such as 
Kamandalu and the Ganges, are no doubt laputan and fantastic. It also shows differential 
novelty in the delineation of releasing the fish in the sea and in establishing it as an 
incarnation of lord Vişņu (MatP 1.26).3 Besides these, amazing novelty and difference 
lie in the depiction of loading the ship on the eve of the deluge with each and every 
species of animals and creatures in  couples for further procreation and survival on the 
earth, in the vivid description of the circumstances prior to the deluge, in the reference to 
the monstrous serpent sent by God for manipulating it as a rope in crisis and need and 
finally, in the episode of listening to what God told Manu about the MatP (II.1 - 20)4. 
However, what has been stated here is to some extent new and unprecedented and is not 
found in any previous mythical literature. 

The Bhāgavata Purāņa: 

 According to the venerable mythologists Prof. R.C. Hazra5 and Prof. S.C. Banerji6 
the BhāgP was composed during the 5th century to mid-seventh century A.D. The 
references to Matsyāvatāra of lord Vişņu are available in 1.3.15, II.7.12 & XI.4.18 of 
this Purāņa.7 It has also been vividly narrated in the 8th, 9th & 11th Skanda of this Purāņa 
that Matsyāvatāra rescued and saved Dravideśvara named Satyabrata (who would be 
named Śrāddhadeva and would be installed as the Vaivasvata Manu in the ensuing 
Kalpa) along with the other specimen plants, seeds and creatures from the devastating 
deluge for paving the way to future procreation and survival8. In this context names of 

                                                           

 
1  Matsya Purāņa. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba Bharat Publishers. 1406(B.S.). pp. - 1 - 4. 
2  Ibid. pp. - 2-3. 
3  Ibid. p. - 3. 
4  Ibid. pp. - 4 - 5. 
5  Hazra. Op.cit. p.- 177. 
6  Banerji. Op.cit. p.-12. 
7  Bhāgavata Purāņa. Gita Press. Gorakhpur. U.P. 2011. pp. - 54; 171; 1757. 
8  “guptopyaye manurilaușadhayaśca mātsye....”(XI. 4.18). Ibid. p.- 1757. 
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different kinds of pralayas viz. Nitya, Naimittika, Prākrtika and Ātyantika, their 
definitions, nature and characteristics have been discussed and expounded in detail in the 
BhāgP (III. 10.14; 11.28 - 32 & XII.4) 1. The original description of the flood-legend 
given in the ŚB is also found with a little variation in the BhāgP VIII.242. Here the name 
of Satyabrata, a rājarși, i.e. an ascetical king, has been introduced in lieu of Manu. 3 A 
fresh-water fish named Sapharī has been referred to as it has been found in the MatP 
(1.15 & 16) 4; but remarkable difference is noticed in the names of nourishing shelters of 
the fish. According to the gradual increase of its size it was kept and brought up serially 
in Kamandalu, water-pot, piscine, deep lake and finally released in the sea (VIII.24.16 - 
23) 5. Insertion of deep lake in the list of nourishing shelters is found neither in the MatP 
nor in the SB. God in the form of Matsyāvatāra prophesied to Manu that a massive 
inundation called Pralaya (i.e. deluge) would occur on the 7th day after the release of 
Matsya in the sea.6 Though the descriptions and narrations of the subsequent episodes 
are almost the same as it has been given in the MatP (1.9 - II.20) 7, there is amazing 
novelty in the reference to Mahā-ahi i.e. Vāsuki, king of serpents, who was sent to Manu 
by God during the pralaya for manipulating him as a rope in crisis (BhāgP VIII.24.45)8. 
Moreover, special reference to the embarkation of Saptarși (BhāgP VIII.24.34, 35, 37, 
42, 43, 56)9  (i.e. seven sagacious saints, viz. Atri, Angirā, Kratu, Pulastya, Pulaha, 
Vaśiştha & Marīci) along with the other sample creatures in couples during his (Manu's) 
boarding the ship on the eve of the deluge is also a startling admixture of new element 
which is found in no other previous mythical literature. This episode of embarkation of 
Saptarși is certainly quite different from what is found in the Varuņa-sūkta of the RV 
(VII.88.4)10 which reveals that Varuņadeva rescued and saved Vašiștha, who was also 
one of those seven sagacious saints known as Saptarși. There is another new episode in 
which Matsya as an incarnation of lord Vișnu slew Ditija alias Hayagrīvāsura, because 
he pilfered the Vedas during the Brāhma naimittika pralaya (BhāgP VIII.24.61).11 So 

                                                           

 
1  Ibid. pp. - 245; 251; 1961 - 1967. 
2  Ibid. pp. - 943 - 948. 
3  sa tu satyabrato rājā jñānavijñānasaryutaḥ  
 vişnoḥ prasādāt kalpesminnāsīd vaivasvato manuḥ” (VIII. 24.58). Ibid. p.-948. 
4  “...papāta pānyorupari sapharī jalasamyutā.  
 drstvā tacchapharīrūpaṁ....". Matsya Purūņa. Op.cit. p.- 2. 
5  Bhāgavata Purāņa. Op.cit. pp.- 944 - 945. 
6  "saptamedyatanādūrdhvamahanyetadarindam  
 nimanksyatyapyayāmbhodhau trailokyam bhūrbhuvādikam" (VIII. 24.32). Ibid. p.- 945. 
7  Matsya Purāņa. Op.cit. pp.- 2-5. 
8  Bhāgavata Purāņa. Op.cit. p.- 946. 
9  Ibid. pp.- 946 & 948. 
10  Joshi. Loc.cit. 
11  Bhāgavata Purāņa. Op.cit. p.- 948. 
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having slain Ditija i.e. Hayagrīvāsura lord Vişnu in the form of Matsyāvatāra recovered 
the Vedas and returned it to Brahmā. 

The Bhavisya Purāņa: 

 From the chronological point of view the BhavP seems contemporaneous with the 
BhāgP, since its composition, according to Prof. R.C. Hazra1 and Prof. S.C. Banerji2, 
commenced in the 5th century A.D. just when the composition of the BhāgP was also 
simultaneously going on, though its (BhavP) completion was much prolonged and 
belated upto the 12th century A.D. It may reasonably be inferred that though there is 
much Vedic dominance on the flood-legend depicted in the Pratisargaparva of this 
Purāņa (BhavP III.4.45 - 60)3, there is also a certain impact of Noah's Ark mentioned 
and stated in The Old Testament.4 A strange phonetic resemblance between the two 
names, Noah and Nyuha, the latter of which has been used here instead of Manu, 
substantiates the claim of foreign influence, especially the influence of The Old 
Testament on the Indian flood-legend. Moreover, the depiction of the ship manufactured 
by Nyuha is certainly reminiscent of the identical structure of Noah's Ark mentioned in 
The Old Testament.5 The delineation of the shape and size of the ship given in the 
BhavP informs us that its length, width and height were 300 cubits, 50 cubits and 30 
cubits respectively.6  It tells the same story of saving all his family members by Nyuha 
during the pralaya,7 i.e. annihilation of the whole animate world owing to the deluge, as 
it has been stated about Noah in Genesis, the first book of The Old Testament. Although 
there is no reference to Matsyāvatāra in the BhavP, as it has been found in the Bhāgp8, 
an identical reference to the divine prophecy in dream that a tremendous devastating 
inundation would occur on the 7th day after the day of the divine prediction is also 
found in the BhavP9. It has also depicted a heavy downpour owing to which the rivers 
were all in spate causing a demolishing deluge. So, notwithstanding all the aforesaid 
ratiocination and evidences in support of the occidental influence on it, a certain 
dominance of the preceding Purāṇas and an indirect impact of the post-Vedic literature 
cannot be denied. In fine, it may be remarked that both the oriental and occidental myths 
have attained their maturity in healthy synthesis and consistency in this Purāna. 

The Kūrma Purāna: 

                                                           

 
1  Hazra. Op.cit. p.- 188. 
2  Banerji. Op.cit. p. - 12. 
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 According to Prof. R.C. Hazra the process of composition of the KūrP and 
interpolation of various episodes into it must have gone on for several centuries. 
Although its auspicious initial composition commenced in the 5th century A.D., its 
completion was delayed upto the 14th century A.D. 1  Numerous references to 
Matsyāvatāra of lord Visnu and hymns to him with unstinted encomium are available in 
the KūrP, just as eulogies and hymns to Matsyāvatāra are found in the VișP (I.4.8)2, 
MārP (XLVII. 7)3 and BhāgP (1.3.15, II.7.12 & XI.4.18)4 which are chronologically 
supposed to be anterior to those of the Kūrp. What has been spoken of the four kinds of 
pralayas (i.e. complete annihilation of the universe), viz. Nitya, Naimittika, Prākrtika 
and Ātyantika in the VișP (1.7.38)5 and BhāgP (XII.4.38)6, has also been approved and 
expounded in the KūrP (II.43.5)7. Moreover, what has been delineated about the severe 
drought and heavy downpour prior to and during the deluge respectively in the KūrP 
(I.16.96 - 99 & II.43.11- 49),8 has also been vividly recorded in the VisP (VI.3),9 BẠP 
(III.22; V.2; 6; 10; VI.6 & VII.43 - 76),10 MarP (XLVI.38 - 44),11 VỚP (C.114 - 195)12 
and BhāgP (III.11.28 - 32 & XII.4.3 - 38).13  Resemblance between such events in 
different Purānas is perhaps due to the interpolation of episodes from the anterior 
Purāṇas into the posterior ones or it may be the resultant of reciprocal impact on each 
other in case of contemporary ones. 

The Padma Purāņa: 

 It was approximately within the 6th to 14th century A.D. when the PadP was 
composed. This is what Prof. R.C. Hazra opined about the composition period of the 
PadP.14 It is quite peculiar to note that there is no reference to the deluge or pralaya 
though there are special references to two quite different legends of Matsyāvatāra of lord 
Vişnu in three separate chapters (viz. PadP XC, XCI & CCXXX). According to the first 

                                                           

 
1  Hazra. Op.cit. p.- 178. 
2  Vişņu Purāņa. Loc.cit. p.- 12. 
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4  Bhāgavata Purāņa. Loc.cit. 
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14  Hazra. Op.cit. pp. - 181 - 184. 76  
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legend depicted in the PadP (XC.5 & XCI.10),1 Śankhāsura, the immensely powerful 
son of ocean, defeated all the gods and expelled them from heaven and captured their 
holy abode. To devitalize the gods he then plundered the Vedas from Satyaloka while 
lord Visņu was asleep and dipped into the unfathomable level of the ocean chasing the 
Vedas. Having no other means and expedients to recover the Vedas gods had recourse to 
lord Vişņu who being propitiated assured them of its proper redress and retrieval. 
Accordingly lord Vişnu took the embodiment of a tiny fish named Sapharī and entered 
into the folded and cupped palms of Maharși Kaśyapa, while he was solemnly engrossed 
in meditation and practice of ascetic austerities during his stay on the Vindhyas. Maharși 
Kaśyapa brought it up by saving and sheltering it in a Kamandalu, a well and a piscine 
respectively as it was gradually growing up in shape and size and finally released it in 
the sea. Afterwards Matsyāvatāra slew Sankhāsura and thus recovered the Vedas from 
him. Thereafter having clutched the skeleton of Sankhāsura in one hand he arrived at 
Vadarīvana and advised the ascetics present there to scour the shrivelled and tarnished 
Vedas with different freshwater. The complete Vedas having thoroughly been scoured 
and chastened, the hermits handed it over to Brahmā and Vişnu in a ceremonial religious 
sacrifice. 

 Again, according to the second legend found in Chap. CCXXX.10-302 Diti who 
was one of the wives of Maharși Kaśyapa was the progenetrix of some extraordinarily 
mighty and invincible demons, viz. Makara, Hayagrīva, Hiranyākṣa, Hiranyakaśipu and 
Mahābala. Among them Makara fraudulently plundered the Vedas from Brahmā and 
entered into the unapproachable seclusion of the deep ocean. Consequently Brahmā 
along with the other Gods had recourse to lord Vişnu for the quelling or subdual of the 
vicious by divine retribution and for keeping perfect harmony between virtue and vice in 
the world. Then lord Vişņu in the embodiment of Matsyāvatāra entered into the deep 
seclusion of the ocean and having slain Makara, the mighty and malicious demon, with 
his snout-like-beak recovered the entire Vedas complete with Vedāngas and submitted it 
to Brahmā for restoring it to former safety. Though there is a little reflection of the MatP 
(1.9 - II.20)3 and BhāgP (VIII.24)4 on the aforesaid first episode depicted in the PadP 
(XC.5 & XCI.10)5, So it has not been reproduced in toto; still it may be said that it has 
been influenced a little by those Purāņas. On the contrary, very scanty resemblance with 
the RV (VII.88.3 - 4) & ŚB (I.8.1.1- 6) substantiates that it has been influenced neither 
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by the RV nor by the ŚB. It has rather been gradually processed and altered by the post-
Vedic influences which have afforded it some independent features. 

 

The Varāha Purāņa: 

 The VarP is considered to be chronologically subsequent to the PadP, since, 
according to Prof. R.C. Hazra, it was composed within the 8th to 15th century A.D.1 
There are ample references to Matsyāvatāra, an incarnation of Vișnu (i.e. Śrīhari or 
Nārāyaṇa) who retrieved the submerged Vedas from the inaccessible depth of the 
unified ocean (VarP IX.22 - 35).2 References to Matsyāvatāra are also found in the VarP 
XXXIX.48, 50 & 55,3 among which the 50th one speaks of the retrieval of the Vedas by 
Matsyāvatāra from the unapproachable Rasātala (i.e. the lowest of the seven under 
worlds). Further reference to Matsyāvatāra of lord Vişnu is available in the 2nd śloka of 
the 4th chapter and 40th śloka of the 7th chapter.4 No special or remarkable reference to 
pralaya has been spoken of except in the context of pralaya during the niśākalpa (i.e. the 
night part) of lord Vişnu (IX.22)5. Here the discussions are so rife with the episodes of 
Matsyāvatāra rather than with those of the deluge or pralaya that it seems to be more 
influenced by the contemporary mythic literature than by the SB. 

The Agni Purāņa: 

 Almost all the mythologists have unanimously admitted that the AgP was 
composed during the 9th century A.D.6 The same traditional and hackneyed episodes 
about Matsyāvatāra such as have been found in the preceding Purāṇas have also been 
maintained in the 2nd chapter of this Purāņa.7 The anecdotes about Matsyāvatāra which 
are revealed here are more extensively identical with those of the BhāgP (VIII.24) than 
with those recorded in the ŚB (1.8.1.1- 6).8 The same trite tale of lord Vişnu's entrance 
into the folded and cupped palms of Vaivasvata Manu in the form of a little fish during 
his sacrament of offering drinking water or libation to the manes and deities in the 
sacred water of the Krtamālā, as it has been narrated in the BhāgP(VIII.24.12-14)9 with a 
negligible difference, has been identically reflected in the AgP (II.3-5)10 too. According 

                                                           

 
1  Hazra. Op.cit. pp. - 180 - 181.  
2  Varāha Purāna. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba Bharat Publishers. 1419(B.S.). pp. - 32 - 34.  
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5  Ibid. p.- 32. 
6  Hazra. Op.cit. pp. - 185 - 186. Banerji. Op.cit. p. - 12. 
7  Agni Purāņa. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba Bharat Publishers.1419 (B.S.). pp. - 3 - 4. 
8  Bhāgavata Purāņa. Loc.cit.  
 Deshpande. Op.cit. pp. - 171 - 172. 
9  Bhāgavata Purāņa. Op.cit. p. - 944. 
10  Agni Purāna. Op.cit. p. - 3. 
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to the anecdotes of the BhāgP (VIII.24.11 & 58)1 Matsyāvatāra rescued Dravideśvara 
known as Satyabrata during the deluge in order that he might be installed as the 
Vaivasvata Manu alias Šrāddhadeva in the ensuing Kalpa. But neither the name of 
Satyabrata nor his epithet Dravideśvara nor the name of Srāddhadeva is found anywhere 
in the AgP. Only the reference to Vaivasvata Manu who was rescued by Matsyāvatāra is 
found here (AgP II.3-15) 2 . The little fish which entered into the cupped palms of 
Satyabrata, as it has been depicted in the BhāgP (VIII.24.12), was named Sapharī,3 
whereas the fish which entered into the cupped palms of Vaivasvata Manu has only been 
called a little fish without any specific name in the AgP (II.5)4. What has been stated in 
the AgP (II.6 - 8)5 about the names and kinds of water- reservoirs and the serial transfer 
of the fish from one to another of these reservoirs for nourishing and bringing it up 
according to its rate of growth in shape and size seems a slight different from what has 
been stated and delineated in the other anterior Purāņas, such as, references to ‘lake' 
which is found in the BhāgP (VIII.24.22)6 and to 'pitcher' and 'the Ganges' such as have 
been mentioned in the MatP (1.18 & 22)7 cannot be traced in the AgP. The identical 
prophecy of Matsyāvatāra in both the BhägP & AgP that a massive and disastrous 
inundation would occur on the 7th day after the release of the fish into the sea reveals an 
extensive resemblance between the two Purāṇas.8 Further similarity has been traced in 
the identical depiction of Vaivasvata Manu's boarding the ship, as per Matsyāvatāra's 
advice on the eve of the deluge, along with the seven saints  known  collectively  as  
Saptarși  and  the  

seeds of various cereals for future production and survival.9 Despite these resemblances 
the AgP cannot be slandered to be a verbatim imitation of the BhāgP, because occasional 
additions and alterations and even some trivial subtractions have rather attributed a 
special and sublime variety to it. It has been stated in both these Purāṇas that, as per 
Matsyāvatāra's advice, Vaivasvata Manu fastened his ship to the horn of Matsyāvatāra 
with the rope-like gigantic serpent which had been called Mahā-ahi in both the BhāgP & 

                                                           

 
1  Bhāgavata Purāna. Op.cit. pp - 944 & 948. 
2  Agni Purāņa. Op.cit. pp. - 3 - 4. 
3  "...tasyāñjalyudake kācicchapharyekābhyapadyata". Bhāgavata Purāņa. Op.cit. p. - 944. 
4  "...tasyām jalyudake matsyaḥ svalpa ekobhyapadyata...". Agni Purāņa. Op.cit. p. - 3. 
5  Ibid. p. - 3. 
6  "...nidhehi rakṣāyogena hrade māmavidāsini". Bhāgavata Purāņa. Op.cit. p. - 944. 
7  "sa tamādāya maņike prākṣipajjalacāriņam..." (I.18) &  
 "tataḥ sa manunā kșipto gangāyāmapyavarddhata..." (1.22). Matsya Purāņa. Op.cit. pp. - 2 & 3. 
8  "saptamedyatanādūrdhvamahanyetadarindam" (VIII.24.32). Bhāgavata Purāņa. P. - 945.  
 "saptame divase tvavdhiḥ plāvayisyati vai jagat" (II.12). Agni Purāņa. Op.cit. p. - 3. 
9  "tvam tāvadoșadhīḥ sarvā vījānyuccāvacāni ca  
 saptarsibhiḥ paribịtaḥ sarvasattvopabrrhitaḥ” (VIII.24.34). Bhāgavata Purāņa. Loc.cit. p. - 946. 
 "...upasthitāyāṁ nāvi tvam vījādīni vidhāya ca (II.12)  
 saptarsibhiḥ paribộto niśām brāhmīm carișyasi...." (II.13). Agni Purāņa. Op.cit. p. - 3. 
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AgP, 1  though the MatP somehow managed it without naming the snake. It may, 
therefore, be deduced that these Purāṇas have perhaps borrowed this anecdote from the 
MatP, though it has also dispensed with naming the serpent2. What has been narrated at 
the end of the AgP regarding the retrieval of the Vedas by Matsyāvatāra after the 
assassination of Hayagrīvāsura3 has been found neither in the RV nor in the ŚB. It is, 
therefore, reasonably assumed that this episode has been borrowed from the preceding 
two Purāṇas viz. the BhāgP (VIII.24.8,57 & 61)4 & PadP(XC.5 - XCI.10 & CCXXX.10-
30),5 though the latter refers to the slaying of Sankhāsura in lieu of Hayagrīvāsura. 
Moreover, the AgP has recorded no such anecdote of illuminating the dark unified ocean 
in the Brāhma night during the Mahāpralaya (the deluge) by the nimbus (halo or aureole 
i.e. the celestial radiance or glow) of the seven saints (collectively known as Saptarsi) as 
it has been stated in the BhāgP(VIII.24.35).6 

The Brahma Purāņa: 

 The BrP had to undergo a long drawn process of composition from the 9th to 15th 
century A.D.7 Although the inceptive chapters of BrP were contemporaneous with the 
AgP, those have stated neither any anecdote of Matsyāvatāra nor have it reflected any 
resemblance with the SB as it has been revealed in the AgP. Only mere references to 
Matsyamādhava and Mīnarūpa - perhaps the names used in lieu of Matsyāvatāra - 
without any chronicle apropos of the legend are found in LIX.3, LX.1 - 3 & LXI.24 of 
this Purāņa.8 Only it has been revealed here (LX.1 - 3) in a very short statement that 
Matsyamādhava stayed in the inaccessible depth of the unified ocean called Rasātala in 
the embodiment of Rohitamatsya in order to retrieve the Vedas. Of course, depiction of 
Mahāpralaya (the deluge) is seen in the BrP (V.57 - 62; LII & LIII).9 The delineation of 
natural condition prior to the deluge recorded in Chap. LII appears extensively pursuant 
to and identical with those found in VișP (VI.3),10 VāP (C.114 - 195),11 MārP (XLVI.38 
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5  Padma Purāna. Loc.cit. p.-339 - 341 & 895 - 896. 
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11  Vayu Purana Loc. cit. 
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- 44),1 BhāgP (III.11.28-32 & XII.4.3- 38),2 KūrP (1.16.96 - 99 & II. 43. 11- 49),3 BdP 
(III.22; V.2,6, 10; VI.6 & VII.43-76).4 According to the legend Naimittika Pralaya5 
known as Brāhma evoked continuous severe drought with conflagration for many years. 
Thereafter the whole world had been incinerated by excessive heat of the tremendous 
sunrays; consequently the seven saints, collectively known as Saptarși, had to take 
refuge in Janaloka (i.e. the fifth of the seven heavens which, as per mythology, is the 
abode of the pious souls or saints). Ultimately all the seven kinds of terrible devastating 
clouds such as Saṁvartaka etc. accomplished the universal annihilation by raining in 
torrents and thus all the seven seas became unified into one tremendous vast ocean of 
pralayapayodhi (i.e. water causing deluge) which submerged the whole creation. In 
addition to this main episode this purana refers to hermit Markandeya who took shelter 
during the deluge under a large deified banyan tree. It certainly reminds us of a parallel 
event of the SB wherein Manu, being directed by Matsya, fastened his ship to an 
enormous tree for safe shelter; though that tree was neither deified nor compared to any 
god. The anecdotes of rescuing Vaśiştha in the RV,6 Manu in the ŚB7 & Mārkandeya in 
the Brp8 by Varuņa, Matsya & Śrī Hari respectively are so identical in nature that 
chronologically downward influence of the legend on the posterior Purāṇas may easily 
be assumed. Certain difference too is found in the alteration of some names of persons, 
items and places. Moreover, the advent of Śrī Hari (god) in the embodiment of a mere 
child and Mārkandeya's taking shelter under the banyan tree termed Puruseśa, which 
have been narrated in the BrP seem a photocopy of what has been depicted in the SkP 
about the child-like appearance of Śrī Hari and his rescuing Mārkandeya by sheltering 
him under the banyan tree in ‘Puruşottamaksetra’.9 

The Skanda Purāņa: 

 Those which seem considerably troublesome about the SkP are the controversial 
views of different mythologists on the period of its composition. Prof. R.C. Hazra 
marked 1050 A.D.10 as the period of its composition, whereas Prof. S.C. Banerji, as a 
prominent dissident, opined that its composition commenced in the 7th century A.D.; 
though it was prolonged upto 1050 A.D.11 for its completion. If the opinion of Prof. 

                                                           

 
1  Markandeya Purana. Loc.cit. 
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11  Banerji. Op.cit. p.- 12.  



The Flood Legend : Its Origin And EvolutionThe Flood Legend : Its Origin And EvolutionThe Flood Legend : Its Origin And EvolutionThe Flood Legend : Its Origin And Evolution    

 

~ 131 ~ 

 

 

Banerji is taken for granted, it must be admitted that composition of the SkP had 
commenced much before the composition of the VarP, AgP & BrP initiated. Having 
originated in the RV the legend of the deluge has covered its successive and 
chronologically down-ward journey through various Purāņas with certain interesting 
additions, alterations and subtractions. In each case - may it be the Vedas or the Purāņas 
- the legend projects and introduces only saintly agents, (e.g. Maharsis or Prajāpatis) 
who are always favoured and blessed by god, such as Vaśiştha in the RV1, Manu in the 
ŚB2, Kaśyapa in the PadP (XCI.1)3 and Mārkandeya in both the Brp4 & SKP(II.2.3)5. 
Incidentally it may be noted that the reference to the deluge as well as the episode 
regarding the preservation of vegetation and animate world by the saintly person who is 
always favoured, blessed and directed by god is awkwardly and incompatibly absent in 
the PadP. However, quite a new region named “Purușottamakşetra' where lord Vişnu in 
the embodiment of a child sheltered Mārkandeya under a banyan tree during the 
inundation has been introduced in the 3rd chapter of ‘Purușottamakşetramāhātmya' 
under Vişņu-khanda of the SkP6. Both the references to lord Vişņu in the form of a child 
and to Purusottamaksetra have neither been found anywhere in the Vedas nor in any 
Purāṇas so far, except in the SKP (II.2.3.6 - 32)7 & BrP (LIII.31 & LVI.64)8. Moreover, 
the insertion of an additional anecdote concerning the recovery of the Vedas from the 
depth of the submerged Rasātala (i.e. the lowest of the seven under worlds) by 
Matsyāvatāra, which has been delineated in the 14th chapter of 
Mārgasīrşamāsamāhātmya under its 2nd part known as Vişņu-khanda,9 seems rather 
corollary of what has been narrated in the preceding two Purāṇas namely the Bhāgp10 & 
PadP11. Categorization of pralaya in the SkP is slightly different from what has been 
shown in the other anterior and contemporary Purāņas. Pralaya has been divided into 

                                                           

 
1  Joshi. Loc.cit.  
2  Deshpande. Loc.cit.  
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8  Brahma Purāņa. Op.cit. pp. - 259 & 268. 
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 ....rasātalagatā vedā yathā deva tvayoddhrtāḥ (II.5.14.27).  
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10  Bhāgavata Purāņa. Loc.cit. p. - 948. 
11  Padma Purāņa. Loc.cit. 
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three categories in the 20th chapter of Vaišākhamāsamāhātmya under Vişņu-khanda of 
it,1 viz. Mānava, Dainandina & Brāhma without any reference to the usual terms - Nitya, 
Naimittika, Prākrtika etc. such as have been found in some other Purāņas. 

Conclusion: 

 As the process of composition of most of these Purāņas went on simultaneously for 
several centuries and as most of these are, to some extent, contemporary with one 
another, a certain measure of mutual or reciprocal influence on each other has been 
revealed in some corresponding anecdotes and events depicted in each of them. While 
the lustrous influences of the primordial Vedic legends were gradually waning with the 
advancement of time, the contemporary and immediately anterior Purāņas started to 
exercise their charming dominance more directly over their immediately posterior 
Purāņas. Naturally, considerable discrepancies between the Vedic and the puranic 
legends have grown out of continual recasting and reformation by the fastidious 
mythologists in the post-Vedic literature. It has been seen that Matsya was not 
considered an avatāra (i.e. an incarnation of god) in the Vedas, though the post-Vedic 
social and religious trends and the then zeitgeist deified Matsya by recasting and 
representing the character as an incarnation of lord Vișnu in the Purāņas. Thus the strong 
impact of the zeitgeist and the transition of taste and trends of the post-Vedic epoch have 
played a predominant role in recasting the Vedic legends by way of additions and 
alterations. 
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1  "... pralayastrividhaḥ prokto mānavo mānavātyaye (II.7.23)  
 dainandino dvitīyo hi brahmaņo divasātyaye  
 brahmaņotha laye paścăd brāhmañca pralayam biduḥ” (II.7.24).  
 Skanda Purāņa. Op.cit. p. - 1378. 




